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Llano del Pinal Scholarship Students
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Founded in 2001, Foundation Todos Juntos supports organizations that focus op
education, healthcare, public health, and social projects in the Western Highlands of
Guatemala. Foundation Todos Juntos supports projects which aim to improve the
daily life of residents of the Guatemalan Highlands as well as affectéony
generational change.

Projects Funded by Foundation Todos Juntos in 2016

Educational and Social Projects
T Pop Wuj Scholarship Program
1 El Centro de Apoyo Familiar Todos Juntos (Family Support Center)
1 Voces de Cambio

Health/Public Health Programs

1 The Pop Wuj Safe Stove Project
T The Pop Wuj Clinic

T The Pop Wuj Nutrition Program

Thank you for your support of these vital projects!
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Some of the Xeabaj Il Scholarship Students
Photo by Lily Bodinson

Pop Wuj Scholarship P

The Pop Wuj Scholarship Program provides funds and support for Guatemalan familie
send their children to school. In 2016, the program provided partial scholarships for 12
Guatemalan students, from elementary school to university. In 2016, eight of these

students graduated from primary school. Eight students graduated from basico (the i
equivalent of 9th grade), nine students graduated from high school, and twelve studer]
studied in possecondary programs. I

Most of the scholarship students are pl
Chirijquiac, Llano del Pinal, San Juan Ostuncalco, and Xeabaj Il. Other students live i
the rural communities of the Southern Pacific Coast, Xecaracoj, Momostenango, Pujuj
Cajola Chiquito, Olintepeque, and the city of Quetzaltenango. [

In addition to financial support, Pop Wuj staff and volunteers meet monthly with the |
families, providing parent education and helping families navigate the educational sys!
The Pop Wuj Scholarship Program is funded in large part by Foundation Todos Junto§
with a total grant of $21,454 in 2016. Profits of thep \Wuj Spanish Language School
also support the Scholarship Program.



http://www.pop-wuj.org/
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Teacher Santos with the Youngest Group at the Family Support Center
Photo by Elizabeth Barnes

El Centro de Apoyo Familia

El Centro de Apoyo Familiar Todos Juntos (Family Support Center) is located in Llano de
Pinal, a Maya Kodéiched community south of
serves as a childcare center and aft#rool program for 25 children, from toddlers tb 6
grade. Although there is a range in the family background and history of the children at th
Family Support Center, all of them come from indigenous;ites@me, rural families.

After many years of being housed in a private home, in 2016 the project moved into the
Centro Polifuncional Ixcanul Noj, a community center in Llanos del Pinal. The move pro-
vided improved classroom space as well as a walled courtyard for safe outdoor activities §

play.

Carmen de Alvarado, who is in charge of all of the social projects at Pop Wuj, meets mo
with the mothers to discuss various educational, public health, and social issues. Educati
support is one of the Family Support Ce
school in the morning and then arrive at the project where they receive a hot, balanced lu
Other children who are too young for school arrive in the morning. The majority of the chi
dren also receive scholarships through the Pop Wuj Scholarship Program.

El Centro de Apoyo Familiar Todos Juntos is partially funded by the Foundation, with a to
grant of $18,727 in 2016.
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Pop Wuj Safe Stove Pi

The Pop Wuj Safe Stove Project is a joint endeavor between Pop Wuj and rural I
communities surrounding Quetzaltenango to construct safe cook stoves to replace opé
fires in the home. The project integrates elements of public health, environmental
protection, financial welfare, and cultural appropriateness into an inexpensive, durable
and easyto-construct stove.

Foreign volunteers and Guatemalan professionals work with local families and
community leaders to build safe stoves and address sinortongterm issues facing the
community. In 2016, Pop Wuj built 36 safe stoves in Llano del Pinal. In May 2016, Pop
Wuj increased the building pace by adding a second stove construction day each wee
This allowed more safe stoves to be completed, thus increasing the number of familieg
benefiting from the improved air quality and decreased expenses.

as a result of indoor air pollution and

smoke inhalation, is one of the leading
causes of death among children in
Guatemala and is a serious health issue for
adults as well. Safe stoves funnel smoke
out of the home, thus reducing the primary |
cause of respiratory illness in Guatemala.
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Health Benefit§ Respiratory illness, often |
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Environmental and Financial Benefits [
Safe stoves are much more fuel efficient i
than an open fire. As a result, more trees :
are left standing and fewer harmful
pollutants are released into the air. In I
addition, families save the time required to |
|
|
I
|
|
|
I

collect firewood and/or the money

necessary to purchase it.

The Pop Wuj Safe Stove Project is
primarily funded by Foundation Todos
Juntos, with a grant of $5,328 in 2016.

Cooking Conditions before the
Safe Stove Project, Llano del Pinal
Photo by Amy Scheuren




